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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1400 

Attention: Mr. Charlie C. Agwumezie, Art Unit 3621 

Re: Re-write of patent application 10/082,723, "System for inexpensively Executing Online 
Purchases" 

Dear Mr, Agwumezie; 

As per your correspondence on the subject patent (attached), the USPTO rejected the first four 
claims and objected to the remaining Claim #5 because of dependency on the four rejected 
claims. On October 21, 2004, 1 replied by fax to the USPTO correspondence with a proposed re- 
write of the claims. Subsequently you confirmed by phone that the rewrite was acceptable. 
Accordingly, I am hereby resubmitting two copies of the subject patent application that has been 
modified to elimmate Claims 1 through 4 and make Clahn #5 independent of rejected claims. 
There is only one claim in the modified patent application. 



Sincerely, 




Thomas Calvin Cannon 
Tel: (301)744-1559 
Cell: (301) 848-6108 
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TsII^EO STATUTORY PERIOD FORRiPl-YISSet TO EXP«ESMONTH,S,FRO« 
status 

i^ia Responsive to communication(8) filed on ^fi§d22 
o xr-i TK.= ^f^r^n in FiMAL ZblEl TWs action Is non-fmal. 

e»«.dU>acartaiK»v*tl»pr«*.un*B.part.(M)W1<»5C.D. 11,4530.^^ . 

Disposition of Claiins 

4) ia Claim{8) Is/are pending In tiie appHcation. 

4a) Of the above claim(5) te/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are ailcwed. 

6) 13 aaim(s) 1:4 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Clalm(s)5is/areoljjectedto. 

8) D Claim(s) are suljject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

Q^n The sDBcification is objected to by the Examiner . 

9) UTnespecincaiinn K, , teia«. aOH accaotsd Of wD objected to by the Examiner. 

10) Q The drawing(8) filed on »s/ara. a)U accepwo or dji_j ouj 

ADDlicanl may not request thai any objection to the draw1ng{s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR ^J^^- 
SpZTdln sneet(s,.nLnB.heconectRK,.rea^^^ 

11) DTrXdecJion is Objected to by the ExaminerNotetheatlachedOffi^ 

Priority under 35 U.S.C.1 119 , 

12) n Acknowledgment Is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 i9(a)Kd) or CO- 
a)DAir b)D some *c)D None of: 

tn Certified copies of the priority documents have been recejved. . „ ^, 

2 D certified copies of the priority documerits have been received in APP''^*^" _ 

3 D copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received m this National Stage 
appUcation from the international Bureau (PCX Rule 17.2(a)). 

• See the attached detailed Office action Itor a list of the certifled copies not received. 



Attftchment^s) 

1) S Notice of References Cited (PT0^2) 
2> □ NoUc© of Df»nsper8on-8 Patent Drawing Review {PTO-94B) 
3) □ imonnatton DIactosure Statementle) (PTC we or FTQ(S9m) 
Paper NoOVM^ Date 



4) □ Interview Summaiy (PTO-413) 

Paper Ho(s)/Mail Date . 

5) □ Nolteeof infoimaiP8t8mAppJlc8iion(rro-i5?) 

6) Qother._: ^ 
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Application/Control Number: 10/082.723 
Art Unit: 3621 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim R^ectlons • 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

Patentability shaU not be negatived by the manner In vnhlch the invention was maoe. 

1. Claim 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Randle et al. U.S. Patent 6.594,647 In view of Lawlor et al U.S. Patent 6.202.064. 

As per Claim 1, Randle et al discloses a system for online transactions 
comprising: a customer interface device for connecting buyers to either a voice or data 
network (col. 13 line 5-f. col. 10 line 25). a network of banks (col. 11.1ine30).a 
collection of buyers each of which maintains a buyer account with at least one of the 
banks In the network of banks (col. 12. line 10+). a collection of payees each of which 
maintains a payee account with at least one of the banks in the network of banks (col. 
10, line 10+). 

Randle further discloses a centralized agent (See Fig. 1 ECTS) that directs the 
transfer of funds from a buyer account Into a payee account, however, Randle et al 
does not explicitly disclose an agent that directs the transfer of funds from the buyer 
account Into a holding account residing in the same bank as the buyer account within 
the network of banks and also directs the transfer of fUnds into payee account from 
hoWing account rcsWing In the same bank as the payee account within the nelwork of 
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Application/Coritrol Number 10/082.723 
Art Unit 3621 

banks. Randle further failed to disclose a network of holding accounts with at least one 
holding account residing In each of the banks in the network of banks. 

Lawlor et al discloses a system for making online payments comprising a 
network of participating banks and teach a network of holding accounts (see col. 46. line 
65+) with at least one holding account residing in each of the banks in the network of 
banks. Lawlor et al further discloses an agent that directs the transfer of funds from a 
the buyer/user account Into hoWIng accounts residing in the same bank as the 
buyer/user account within the network of banks, and also direct the transfer of funds into 
a payee account from a hoWIng account residing in the same bank as the payee 
account wKhin the network of banks. Accordingly it would have been obvtous to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicants invention to modify the method of 
Randle et al and Incorporate holding accounts of Lawlor et al to achieve cost effective 
and easier funds transfer. 

3. As per claim 2. Randle et al further discloses a means for authenticating buyers 
and payees and enforcing security (see col. 3 line 45. col. 4 line 25+ and line 50+) 

4. Regarding daim 3. Randle further discloses a process for settling imbalances 
between the various holding ac^nts. (See fig.7, col. 3. <lne 65+) 

4. AS per claim 4. Randle further discloses a means for delivering transaction togs 
to payees who maintain accounts wHhin the networi< of banks (see col. 3. line 65+. 
col.12. line 60). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
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Application/Control Number: 10/082.723 
Art Unit: 3621 

Cl.*» 6 ob|«ted to a» Mng dependent up-, a refuted ba« eteim. but would 
be a.ta«abte if »writlen in independent form including a. of the «mltatlone of the base 
daim and any intervening daims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of recortl and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's dteclosure. The reference dted to Munoz. U.S. Applteatlon Publication No. 
2002/0052853 A1 Is considered relevant to the claimed Invention: 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles C. Agwumezie whose number is (703) 305- 
0586; The examiner can nomially be reached on Monday - Friday 8.00 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. James Trammell can be reached on (703) 305 - 9768. The fax phone 
number for the organization where the application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
305-7687. 

Infomiatlon rega«ilng the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomiatlon Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Infom^ation for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
infom^ation for unpublished applications Is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more infom^ation about the PAIR system, see http /^palr-direct.usp^o.qoy . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll free). /J ^ '^fa^ 
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